

















descriptions and photographs of related vernacular structures around the Centre is now
under way.

In order to extend the collection of material to areas beyond the immediate environs of Site
1, a survey was undertaken and a grid laid out over an area 500m x 200m east from the
river bank as far as the creek bed, and extending back to the top of the range. This grid
served as a basis for both the excavation of Site 1 and also for surface collection within
transects extending to and beyond the limits of surface material. Within the transects were
areas of intensive surface collection immediately to the north of the excavation (Sites 3, 4,
5, each 30m x 30m.). The areas were selected as far as possible where transects crossed
surface material under most threat. Surface collection was carried out in 1m quadrats,
brushing all surface material into a 2mm screen and bagging it. The transects, together
with their areas of intensive collection, were selected to reflect a range of variables related
to power, control and resistance - proximity to desired resources (water, lithic materials,
hunting-collecting terrain, traditional and sacred places), favourable topographic features
(shade, breezes, camp sites, soft ground, viewpoints). They extended from the river
margins across the soft alluvial grassland - the original Aboriginal living site - into and up
the rough, rock-strewn range, and radiating out from the European structures (sited firmly
on the favoured areas for pre-European occupation). Analysis of the collected sample will
be both spatial and technological.

At Illamurta P. S., a site south west of Boggy Hole on an old course of the Finke, and on
the edge of the sandhill country, a number of ruins and other features were identified and
mapped, and the major standing structures recorded in detail. No excavation was carried
out there this season. Again the primary task was an overall survey as a basis for setting
out sample collection areas and transects from the central European area to the limits of
surface scatter finds. Intensive surface collection followed, sampling an area some 10m x

One of several vernacular stone structures at Illamurta Springs. Documentary evidence of 1911
describes the station building here as a lop-sided shanty of white-ant infested mulga sticks with a
pitted earth floor. The stone building illustrated, however, with its thick walls, narrow opening
and cell-like form remains the popular choice.
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30m. Two transects were laid out, a long one extending south from the range parallel to
the creek, west of the site, and the other running due north from the northernmost
European structure. It was evident that the Illamurta site had suffered less damage and
attrition than Boggy Hole (although visitation is also now increasing), and also that a
European occupation of eighteen years, rather than two as at Boggy Hole, had left a more
substantial archaeological presence.

Between them the two sites cover both the Willshire phase of racial hostility (1880s) when
the Aborigines may be predicted to have kept a healthy distance from white men
synonymous with aggression, musket or rifle shot, and massacre, and the subsequent
reaction and conciliation phase, when Aboriginal interaction with Europeans may be
predicted to have increased and changed in character. The historical record to date
comprises British policy and counter-policy, missionary viewpoint and pastoral mythology:
it will be interesting to see what archaeology has to add to an indisputably biassed picture.

Judy Birmingham, University of Sydney. Photographs and plans, Andrew Wilson.

References

A. P. Elkin, "Reaction and interaction: A Food-Gathering People and European Settlement in Australia’,
American Anthropologist, 53, 1951, 164f.

Judy Birmingham, Wybalenna: the Archaeology of Cultural Accommodation in Nineteenth Century Tasmania,
Australian Society for Historical Archaeology, Sydney. 1992

Peter Forrest, Report on a Review of Historic Sites in Central Australia: Alice Springs and Barkly Region,
Vol. 1, 1989. Conservation Commission of the Northern Territory.

Mervyn C. Hartwig, The Progress of White Settlement in the Alice Springs District and its Effects upon the

Aboriginal Inhabitants, Thesis submitted for Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, Department of History,
University of Adelaide, 1965 (unpubl.).

i
4
|

e

.
e -‘r;-?".r E
.
.";\7 it

e
T e

WOBETOE W o ey M3 .

——

Team members learning to use the short-wave radio, courtesy of the Conservation Commission.
The team camped at the Boggy Hole waterhole an hour's four-wheel drive from Hermannsburg,
and two and a quarter hours from Alice Springs. Contact was maintained by scheduled calls at
8.30 each morning
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