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No example of a filter to fit the above lids is
note,d in either of the Catalogues. It seems obvious that
the white lids were made to fit the Anthony Hordern filter
(first note~ specifically in the Pottery Stock Book
December 1894 in 2, 3 and 4 gal: siz~s). It is
reasonable to assume that the Lithgow Valley Company
produced a similar filter in its own name, possibly
with the honey-coloured decoration. The Stock at
December, 1892 records the fol lowing sizes of Bristol filter:
6, 5, 4, 3 and 2 gallons.

~~
V

Dutch Pot
Fi g. 9

Brewing Jar
Fig. 10

The collection includes another lid with a domed
section, that designed for the Butter churn (fig. 13).
This is similar in shape to the filter lid, but does
not have the pierced pipeclay section through which
the water percolated. A fine example of the salt-glaze
butter churn showing this type of lid can be seen at
the Bathurst District Historical Society museum at
No.1, George Street, Bathurst. Bristol examples
of the butter churn were noted in stock as at
June, 1892 in 6, 5, 4, 3, and 2 ga lion sizes.

Butter Pot
Fi g. 11

Dutch Pots (fig. 9). It is considered that those
covers which have a small hole, usually through the centre
of the knob, may have been designed for the dutch pot,
the hole being a steam vent. The collection contains one
dutch pot cover with the Georgian rail ings design. This
1id is slightly convex, rather than flat as the other
examples are, and is approximately 7!" in diameter. It
is likely that the largest number of dutch pot covers
were without the roulette decoration as these pots
were in general of thinner section than the bulk of the
Bristol products, and their delicacy in the 'green'
state would not make it possible to use the wheels. 'Plain lids in the
collection are 6!" in diameter. The 1895 Catalogue shows eight sizes:
1 pt., 2 pts., 3 pts., 2 qrts., 3 qrts., 4 qrts, 6 qrts and 8 qrts.
However, Bristol Dutch Pots were in production from at least 1889. In
June 1892 the Stock book shows 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 pt. sizes, and in June
1, 2, and 3 pt. and 2, 3, 4, 6 and 8 qrts.

1894

~
U
Pipkin
Fig. 12

A number of plain honey-coloured lids 3*' and 4"
in diameter exist. These have a steam vent in the main
part of the lid and their use is not clear. They
may have been teapot 1 ids, lids for small dutch pots,
or possibly used on those pipkins which had moulded
1ips. However, in the latter case, it is not clear
why the steam vent would be necessary.

Tobacco Barrels (fig. 14). These are not listed in either Catalogue
in Bristol ware, but complete sets in the honey and cream colours are known
to exist. The stock entry for June 1894 shows the following sizes:
3, 4, 8, 10, 12 and 16 lbs. while at December 1894 possibly the full
range is lis ted: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 and 16 1bs.
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e1iurn
Fig. 13
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Totlacco Sa rre 1
Fig. 14
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The decoration on the tobacco barrel covers is groups of moulded
rings and the following 1id sizes have been noted: about 6" (three rings);
5" 0, 4 and 6 rings); 4" (4 and 2 rings; most I ids in the group measure 41;");
3" (2 rings).

This paper is a preliminary study only and there is scope for
more detailed work to be done on each of the types mentioned above, as
well as the different styles of glaze not discussed, such as Rockingham,
Cane. C(ream) C((olour) and Majolica.

The study could only be undertaken because of the generosity of
the various management personnel of the Lithgow Val ley Colliery Company
and Coalex Pty. Ltd. in donating such a unique collection to the Lithgow
District Historical Society. Inevitably. as these lids were kept in
stock for replacement purposes, they consist in the main of pottery
'seconds'; this however enhances their value as a study collection, as
firing difficulties, glaze developments, improvements and failures can be
studied in detail.

I would like to express my thanks to the Lithgow District Historical
Society and the Esbank House Committee for allowing access to the
collection and to acknowledge advice and assistance received from
Mr. Bob Cunningham of the currently operating Lithgow Valley Pottery, and
Marjorie Graham.

(Notes: )

(1) 'The company's catalogues have recently been re-published by the
Australian Society for Historical Archaeology as No.2 in the series
'Studies in Historical Archaeology',
Lithgow Pottery: three early catalogues from N.S.W.,
Sydney, 1974.

(2) (Diary of) 'James Silcock 1878-1884',
Newcastle and Hunter District Historical Society Bulletin, Vol, 3, No.1,
March 1975, p. 12.

(3) Lithgow Valley Colliery Company Minutes, Mitchell Library MSS 2384.
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(4) Pountney, W.J. Old Bristol Potteries, (1st pub. Bristol 1920)
reprinted E.P. Publ ishing Ltd., 1972, p.249.

(5) ibid. p.269.

(6) Col lard, Elizabeth, Nineteenth Century Pottery and Porcelain in
Canada, McGill University Press, 1967, p.255.

(7) A recipe quoted by Frank Hamer, The Potter's Dictionary of
Materials and Techniques, London, Pitman, 1975, p.39, is as follows:
Felspar 65, China Clay ,9, Fl int 3, Whiting 8, Zinc Oxide 10,
Titanium Dioxide 5.

Daniel Rhodes in Clay and Glazes for the Potter, London, Pitman,
1969, p.69, 110-111, gives - Oxford Spar 47.4, Flint 29.1, China Clay 1.7,
Zinc Oxide 5.8, Whiting 10.1.

(8) fSkbankHouse is the museum of the Lithgow District Historical Society,
located at Inch and Bennett Streets, Lithgow, N.S.W.

(9) The Pottery Stock Book, showing six-monthly pottery, materials, and
moulds on hand from the end of 1889 until 31st December, 1895
(incomplete) was recovered by Bob Cunningham from the old Pattern
store and buggy shed which is now his potter's shop.
The Stock Book is now held at Eskbank House.

STOP PRESS

Rescue Excavation at Ultimo

A Water Board trench outside the Duke of Cornwall Hotel on the corner
of Harris Street and Ultimo Road, Ultimo yielded a rich harvest of artefacts
when staff of the Applied Arts Department of the Museum opposite stepped in
on 11th November.

It proved possible to go through about half the spoil from the trench,
which was dug for maintenance of the Board's 1919 pipe. A large quantity of
fragments from stoneware ginger beer bottles and a few other pieces were found.
Their context is not known; most of the fractures are old, and very few of the
pieces can be joined.

It would seem that the trench cut through a rubbish pit of about 1880.
From a count of the bases, more than 40 bottles seem to be represented. almost
half of them marked. Marks are "T. Field and Sons Sydney Potters" (15 examples),
"T. Field Potter Sydney" (2), "Conlon & Co Broughton Street Glebe", "J.S.",
"J. He .... " and one large English bottle from Bourne's Denby Potteries.

J. Wade
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Recently-collapsed beehive ki In of the old Lithgow Pottery Works (on property of Coalex Pty.)


