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Tobacco Barrel

Fig. 14

The decoration on the tobacco barrel covers is groups of moulded
rings and the following 1id sizes have been noted: about 6'' (three rings);
5" (3, 4 and 6 rings); 4" (4 and 2 rings; most lids in the group measure 4%");
3" (2 rings).

This paper is a preliminary study only and there is scope for
more detailed work to be done on each of the types mentioned above, as
well as the different styles of glaze not discussed, such as Rockingham,
Cane, C(ream) C((olour) and Majolica.

The study could only be undertaken because of the generosity of
the various management personnel of the Lithgow Valley Colliery Company
and Coalex Pty. Ltd. in donating such a unique collection to the Lithgow
District Historical Society. Inevitably, as these lids were kept in
stock for replacement purposes, they consist in the main of pottery
'seconds'; this however enhances their value as a study collection, as
firing difficulties, glaze developments, improvements and failures can be
studied in detail.

| would like to express my thanks to the Lithgow District Historical
Society and the Esbank House Committee for allowing access to the
collection and to acknowledge advice and assistance received from
Mr. Bob Cunningham of the currently operating Lithgow Valley Pottery, and
Marjorie Graham.

(Notes:)

(1) The company's catalogues have recently been re-published by the
Australian Society for Historical Archaeology as No. 2 in the series
'Studies in Historical Archaeology’,

Lithgow Pottery: three early catalogues from N.S.W.,
Sydney, 1974.

(2) (Diary of) 'James Silcock 1878-1884',
Newcastle and Hunter District Historical Society Bulletin, Vol. 3, No. 1,
March 1975, p. 12.

(3) Lithgow Valley Colliery Company Minutes, Mitchell Library MSS 2384,
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(4) Pountney, W.J. 01d Bristol Potteries, (Ist pub. Bristol 1920)
reprinted E.P. Publishing Ltd., 1972, p.249.

(5) ibid. p.269.

.

(6) Collard, Elizabeth, Nineteenth Century Pottery and Porcelain in
Canada, McGill University Press, 1967, p.255.

(7) A recipe quoted by Frank Hamer, The Potter's Dictionary of
Materials and Techniques, London, Pitman, 1975, p.39, is as follows:
Felspar 65, China Clay -9, Flint 3, Whiting 8, Zinc Oxide 10,
Titanium Dioxide 5.

Daniel Rhodes in Clay and Glazes for the Potter, London, Pitman,
1969, p.69, 110-111, gives - Oxford Spar 47.4, Flint 29.1, China Clay 1.7,
Zinc Oxide 5.8, Whiting 10.1.

(8) Ekbank House is the museum of the Lithgow District Historical Society,
located at Inch and Bennett Streets, Lithgow, N.S.W.

(9) The Pottery Stock Book, showing six-monthly pottery, materials, and
moulds on hand from the end of 1889 until 31st December, 1895
(incomplete) was recovered by Bob Cunningham from the old Pattern
store and buggy shed which is now his potter's shop.

The Stock Book is now held at Eskbank House.

STOP PRESS

Rescue Excavation at Ultimo

A Water Board trench outside the Duke of Cornwall Hotel on the corner
of Harris Street and Ultimo Road, Ultimo yielded a rich harvest of artefacts
when staff of the Applied Arts Department of the Museum opposite stepped in
on llth November.

It proved possible to go through about half the spoil from the trench,
which was dug for maintenance of the Board's 1919 pipe. A large quantity of
fragments from stoneware ginger beer bottles and a few other pieces were found.
Their context is not known; most of the fractures are old, and very few of the
pieces can be joined.

It would seem that the trench cut through a rubbish pit of about 1880.
From a count of the bases, more than 40 bottles seem to be represented, almost
half of them marked. Marks are "T. Field and Sons Sydney Potters" (15 examples),
"T. Field Potter Sydney" (2), "Conlon & Co Broughton Street Glebe'", "J.S.",
"J. He...." and one large English bottle from Bourne's Denby Potteries.

J. Wade
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Recently-collapsed beehive kiln of the old Lithgow Pottery Works (on property of Coalex Pty.)




